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Dear Omaha Outward Bound School Supporter:

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you have imagined.” Henry David 
Thoreau didn’t say these words about Outward Bound, but in 2015 the Omaha Outward Bound 
School helped over 950 individual students move closer to their goals.

In 2015, diverse groups of students — from area schools, non-profits, church youth groups, sports 
teams, NorthStar boys, and corporate groups — engaged in transformative teambuilding experiences 
with the Omaha Outward Bound School. This year, thanks to partnerships with Outward Bound USA 
and funded by JP Morgan Chase, we hosted 40 young men from Chicago, Il-based The Fellowship 
Initiative for a ten-day Youth Services Leaders Expedition. These ‘Fellows’ were on course in Omaha, 
and at our sister schools Outward Bound California and the New York Outward Bound School.

Outward Bound teaches character development, leadership and instills in students a service work 
ethic. These measureable outcomes are evident in all our courses and are highlighted on page 5 of 
this Annual Report.

A 2015 Omaha Outward Bound School summer participant illustrates the impact of this curriculum: 

Canoeing was a new experience for me and very tiring. I knew that once I got through 
the first day, paddling 17 miles, I could get through the next two days paddling. I had to 
overcome being tired and having backache, to lead my partner to finish our miles we had 
to paddle that day. After paddling was done, our next challenge was rock climbing and 
repelling. Having a fear of heights was a big barrier to get strapped up and climb to the top of 
the rock. With encouragement from the fellow ‘Charlie’ members, I was able to push myself 
and reach the top. Once rock climbing was over, we had to repel. That was the most difficult 
challenge this whole trip. After walking to the edge, the hard part was leaning back and 
taking a step down. I could hear some of the Charlie fellows below yelling “you can do it!” 

“Let’s go Brandon!” I kept thinking “if you can get through this, you can get through anything.” 
I finally made it down to the bottom. I never felt so proud in my life. I was able to take the 
encouragement that everyone else gave me and give it to the next person that repelled.

The Omaha Outward Bound School does not teach students to be experts in the disciplines of 
paddling, rock climbing, rappelling, and camp craft. Rather, we teach our students to use these 
experiences in order to build their ability to venture into unfamiliar territory and discover for 
themselves: “there is more in us than we know.”

Thank you for your support for the Omaha Outward Bound School in 2015. Your support makes 
it possible to deliver this impactful programming – putting diverse groups of Omaha youth in 
unfamiliar settings, and building their capacity to be tomorrow’s leaders.
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Outward Bound is the leading experiential education organization in 
the United States, with a national network of regional schools across 
the country. Each school forges active relationships with school 
systems and other local organizations to weave the thread of character, 
leadership and ethic of service into the fabric of the local community. 

Omaha Outward Bound School courses build confidence and 
develop our students’ abilities to interact and work effectively with 
others and can improve achievement and progress in school. 

These are the outcomes common to all of our programs:

• Character 
Demonstrating increased self-awareness and self-confidence while 
demonstrating understanding and compassion toward others.

• Leadership 
Demonstrating the ability to set goals, inspire and guide others 
to achieve them; the ability to collaborate, communicate, solve 
problems and resolve conflicts effectively.

• Service 
Demonstrating social and environmental responsibility and a 
desire to actively engage in service to others.
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“Before I thought leadership 
was going to be doing your 
own thing, but I have learned 
throughout this trip that 
leadership is actually helping 
others to the right path.” 

ARTHUR  |  YOUTH SERVICE LEADERS COURSE  |  SUMMER 2015
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OUR EDUCATIONAL APPROACH

Outward Bound’s approach to teaching and learning is rooted in the classroom. 
It is a methodology that places equal emphasis on development of character 
and intellect. Outward Bound expeditionary learning can occur nearly 
anywhere, with nearly anyone: in the classroom; on a high ropes course; in 
the post-course debrief; or in the days following a return from the wild.

FINANCIAL AID

Our scholarship program is guided by a single principle: Every student should be 
given the opportunity to experience adventure and challenge, develop character and 
compassion, and learn leadership skills and service ethics, regardless of financial 
ability. Thanks to generous donations from alumni, individuals, corporations, 
foundations and others, since 2010 the Omaha Outward Bound School has 
provided close to $1.2 million in scholarship support to local students in need.

SAFETY AND RISK

For the past 50 years, Outward Bound has led the industry in identifying, 
assessing, and mitigating hazards, while at the same time providing real 
challenges to students. Recognized for its formative work in wilderness 
safety and risk management, the Omaha Outward Bound School regularly 
invites both internal and external teams to audit its programs in an effort to 
proactively identify and assess potential risks and areas of commendation.

CHALLENGE & DISCOVERY
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OUTWARD BOUND 
SCHOOLS IN THE 
UNITED STATES

• Northwest Outward Bound

• Outward Bound California

• Colorado Outward  
Bound School

• Voyager Outward  
Bound School

• Omaha Outward  
Bound School

• Baltimore Chesapeake Bay  
Outward Bound School

• Philadelphia Outward 
Bound School

• Hurricane Island Outward  
Bound School

• Thompson Island Outward 
Bound Education Center

• New York Outward  
Bound Schools

• North Carolina Outward  
Bound School
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Learn more at:  
www.outwardbound.org

COURSE END EVALUATIONS 

Developing confidence in one's leadership 
skills is a vital step in our program. After 
participating in an expedition, 81.5% of 
students saw themselves as natural leaders, 
compared with just 69% before the expedition. 

The number of students who feel they 
can do anything they put their minds 
to increased by 8.83% after joining in 
the Outward Bound expedition. 

Outward Bound is focused on empowering 
students to believe they can make a 
positive difference in the lives of others. 
The number of students who responded 
confidently to this statement increased 
by 13.3% after the expedition. 

“I AM A NATURAL LEADER.”

“I CAN DO ANYTHING THAT I 
PUT MY MIND TO.” 

“I HAVE THE ABILITY TO MAKE 
A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE THAT 
HELPS PEOPLE IN NEED.” 

The positive outcomes our students experience — whether they are middle 
or high school age, college age, or adults — can be seen in the consistently 
high level of enthusiasm upon completion of an expedition. 

For courses 5 days or longer, all students complete a pre- and post- course 
evaluation. The charts below illustrate responses of The Fellowship Initiative 
(TFI) participants in the 10-day Youth Service Leaders Wilderness Expedition. 
A vast majority of participants report that Outward Bound has a positive 
impact on them in areas such as leadership, service and confidence.
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FINANCIALS

2015 DONORS
SCHEELS  |  DONOR PROFILE

The very first Outward Bound ‘crew members’ engaged during 
the pilot phase of development for the Omaha Outward 
Bound School, in 2009, were fully clothed and outfitted at 
SCHEELS. Since then, SCHEELS Omaha has been ready to 
provide, sometimes at a moment’s notice, critical resources 
to ensure that our students receive highest quality programs. 

SCHEELS has literally given the shirts off their mannequins, 
the tents from their showroom floor, and portaged their 
canoes from storage so that Omaha Outward Bound School 
programs are successful and cost-effective. SCHEELS has 
sponsored students to attend the Climb Higher Luncheon 
— the annual fundraising event for the Omaha Outward 
Bound School — and SCHEELS employees have served as 
volunteers in support of multi-day wilderness courses. 

In 2015, Omaha SCHEELS and the SCHEELS All Sports 
Foundation provided a generous grant to construct 
the SCHEELS Concession & Storage Building on the 
NorthStar campus, home to the Omaha Outward Bound 
School. Constructed in Winter 2015 directly adjacent to 
the NorthStar athletic field, the SCHEELS Concession 
& Storage Building significantly expands the utility of 
the NorthStar campus for our students, and enhances 
competitive field access for the North Omaha Community.

“SCHEELS is proud to be a supporter of the NorthStar 
Foundation and Omaha Outward Bound School,” said Dale 
Merkel, Omaha SCHEELS Store Leader. “Their mission and 
goal of improving the strength of our community through the 
education and development of life skills of our young people 
matches exactly with the goals of the SCHEELS Foundation.” 

In 2015, the Omaha Outward Bound School was honored 
to recognize SCHEELS with the Paddle Forward Award 
at the 5th Annual Climb Higher Luncheon. Providing 
access to key athletic and outdoor adventure opportunities 
to youth in need, SCHEELS has been instrumental 
in supporting Omaha Outward Bound and its partner 
NorthStar’s efforts to change lives, one student at a time.

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Contributions & Grants $64,487

Tuition Income / Expedition Income $129,930

Climb Higher Luncheon $86,556

In-Kind & Other $1,994

 $282,967

EXPENSES

Charter Fee $31,241

Program & Equipment $71,044

Staffing & Instructors  $147,093

Insurance $32,499

 $281,878

NET OPERATING INCOME $1,089
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Omaha SCHEELS Associates:  
Back row, left to right: Liz Militti, Kristal Dobry, Lisa Wright, Kim Johnson, Dale Merkel, Dan Nelson.  
Front Row, left to right: Brittany Sage, Brenda Jones, Christina Marinovic, Cody Oberg.




